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Executive Summary — East St. Louis/Pfizer, Inc. 

East St. Louis/Pfizer, Inc. produces inorganic pigments, red and yellow 
iron oxides and barium sulfate and magnetic pigments by using scrap metal 
(iron) and sulfuric acid. 

Thi:> f a c i l i t y has been in operation since 1941. 

The lEPA,, Division of Land Pollution Control, in i t ia ted a f i l e for th is 
si te on March 17, 1981. An ISS inspection was performed on July 25, 1981 
at which time i t was noted that this f a c i l i t y did not meet the RCRA 
interim standards specified for Training, Emergency and Contingency 
plans/procedures. 

When the lEPA issued a developmental permit, these deficiencies were 
Tis:ed as special conditions to be met prior to issuance of an operating 
pernit. After the submittal of additional information, which 
demonstrated that these conditions were met, Pfizer was granted a permit 
to operatB. The following paragraph describes their operation: 

Waste hydrochloric and sulfun'c acid pickle liquor from area steel 
industries is u t i l ized at the f a c i l i t y . Three (3) storage tanks, two 
35,000 gallon tanks and one 40,000 gallon tank, store the pickle l iquor 
prior to i t s use. Six (6) open top treatment tanks hold scrap i ron, to 
which the pickle l iquor is added. After the addition of heat and a time 
lapse of approximately 1 day, the acid is then neutralized to a level 
whereby the heavy metals precipitate. A sediment or sludge is discharged 
to 1:h2 waste water treatment plant (NPDES permit granted) located 
on-site. After treatment, the waste water sludge is analyzed to ver i fy 
that i t does not meet the definit ion of a hazardous waste. Disposal 
occurs at one of three area land f i l l sites permitted to accept this waste 
sluclgs. 

Al l pickle liquor storage tanks and neutralizers are inspected daily to 
ensure at. least a 2 foot freeboard and inspected weekly to detect 
corrojion and leaking of f ix ture or seams. The lEPA si te Ai r , Water and 
Land Files indicate that al l permits required by these divisions have 
been obtained. No waste is disposed of on-site and the f i l es do not 
indicate that environmental problems have been encountered as a result of 
storing pickling l iquor or any hazardous substances at this s i te . Based 
upor my f i l e search, there is not any need for a FIT contractor to 
follow-up on any further investigation. 
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